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Talking Points

Epworth is a place where children and youth from South Carolina are able to find a safe and stable environment where they grow spiritually, physically, intellectually and emotionally.  Our mission is to provide a place of nurture, structure and encouragement.  Children come to us from broken family systems and our aim is to break the destructive cycle of abuse, neglect and shame and replace it with an opportunity for each child to live a life of self-respect, responsibility and productivity.
· The institution was established in 1895 by the Methodist people of South Carolina and was chartered as Epworth Orphanage by the SC General Assembly.  The first two residents were admitted in January, 1896.
· In response to changing family systems, the name Epworth Children’s Home was adopted in 1951.

· ECH is licensed by SC Department of Social Services and is recognized as a 501 ( c ) ( 3 ).

· There are currently 80 children on campus in 9 cottages. Our residents are ages 4-18. The cottages are staffed at all times by at least two staff members. Cottages are divided by gender and by age.

· 80 staff members.

· 38-acre campus in Columbia, SC.

· Active Alumni Association with over 500 members.

· Services

· Barnes Learning Center – Epworth provides educational care for students in grades K-12 through the Barnes Learning Center, the after school tutoring facility located on campus. In partnership with Richland Co. School District One, the BLC provides educators and tutors who recognize that children learn differently and may have had negative learning experiences. The BLC is open daily for after-school enrichment. Our students attend Brennen Elementary, Hand Middle, and Dreher High where they participate in a full-range of academic and extracurricular activities.      

· Higher Education Program – Support for graduating seniors. Helps with application process, identifying scholarships, financial assistance and support during college years.  Currently 5 Epworth residents in colleges throughout SC.
· Early Intervention Center – Partial day program that serves young children in the community with special needs and developmental delays.
· Recreation Program – Exciting activities are planned for the children including outings, volunteer work and on-campus recreation. The children participate in local basketball and baseball leagues, attend summer camp and do things all children enjoy doing – playing on the playground, attending the movies, skating, etc.
· Spiritual Life Development – Epworth Memorial Church sits at the heart of the campus. The Campus Pastor leads Sunday morning worship, and coordinates Sunday school classes, UMYF and spiritual life activities such as retreats.
· Counseling Center – Provides all necessary emotional support for children. Engages families and parents in drug and alcohol education and prevention, professional counseling and any other necessary support.
· Health Center – Full-time nurse practitioner and other staff oversee medical needs of all children. They provide care in the on-campus medical center as well as transport children to various appointments such as dental and vision. They also oversee medicine intake of the children.
· Financials

· It costs an average of $45,000 a year to support all of the activities and needs of each child.
· Sustained financially by private donations from individuals, churches, groups and businesses.
· Approximately 5% of funding comes from the government sources. The remaining 95% of budget needs must come from donations and other development efforts.
· Epworth Children’s Home receives no funds from United Methodist apportionments. 

· Quotes
· “Epworth was a life changing experience for me and a major chapter in my life. Without Epworth, my life would be on another road. I thank the personnel for making me who I am,” Maurice Epps, former 12-year resident and current member of the U.S. Army.

· “I can truly say that Epworth changed my life and gave me many opportunities that I would never have received,” Sonya Brown, former resident and Winthrop University graduate ’07.

· “Epworth holds a special place in my heart. I came there as a little boy and left there as a responsible young man. Words can’t express how Epworth changed my entire outlook on life,” James Harrison, former resident and graduate of University of South Carolina and Clemson University Graduate School, currently serving in the U.S. Army in Iraq. 
· “I didn’t know who I was until I cam e to Epworth,” Kayla, age 16, current resident.
