LCR/Pastor Ministry Moments for Mother’s Day Offering
Please invite your LCR (or yourself if an LCR is not available) to share the following with your congregation during worship announcements. 
Sunday, May 1, 2016
Mother’s day is next Sunday, and it’s a day that brings up all varieties of emotions for all of us.  For the children at Epworth Children’s Home, these emotions are front and center as they go through this time of year without their mothers.  I want to tell you a quick story about one of these children, a young boy named Nealon.
About a year ago, Nealon’s parents became homeless and the family began living out of their van.  Shortly thereafter, Nealon was placed at Epworth while his parents tried to put their own lives back together.  Nealon, just a second-grader, struggled to understand everything that was happening in his life.  To help him process these events, Epworth provided counseling, tutoring, and quality-time with his cottage staff.  They also arranged for his parents to call and visit him often as they work towards reunification.  Nealon is now doing great at school, has made friends with the other little boys at Epworth and is even serving as an usher at church on Sunday mornings.  His family is emerging from chaos and building its way back to a healthy and safe environment.  
Epworth is our ministry. It’s a place that we can be proud to support. We, as United Methodists, offer children like Nealon safety and security by surrounding them with loving, Christian adults like the Epworth tutors, counselors, pastors, mentors and cottage parents. Epworth does not receive conference funds (apportionments); this is our opportunity to support this ministry.  As you prayerfully consider the gift God is calling you to share with Epworth next Sunday, I ask you to remember Nealon and give generously. 

Sunday, May 8, 2016
Epworth Children’s Home has been a ministry of our church for more than 120 years. They are not an apportioned item by the SC Conference, which means they receive no funding from the conference other than our offerings. They rely heavily on the donations received from our upcoming Mother’s Day Offering to provide direct care for the children. Children like Natalie. You can read about her story on your bulletin insert.

When a child arrives at Epworth they have experienced a great deal of loss. For Epworth, it isn’t enough to answer God’s call to care for the least of these by simply providing room and board. No, they go above and beyond. They offer the children tutoring to get them caught up academically. They offer counseling to help them heal from the trauma, abuse, neglect or loss they have experienced. They offer quality medical care on their campus, knowing that many of the children have never seen a doctor or dentist. They also offer spiritual formation and guidance. Epworth has an appointed pastor, just as we do here. She leads worship each Sunday, and the children also participate in Sunday school. They have the opportunity to participate in Bible studies, Salkehatchie, Asbury Hills, Revolution, and other conference wide activities. We all know that true healing begins with Christ. Epworth knows this, and ensures the children are surrounded by loving, Christian adults so they can break the cycle of abuse, neglect and shame and replace it with a life of self-respect, responsibility, and productivity. 

We have a large part in making all this possible for the children. These children come from communities in South Carolina just like ours.  They are our neighbors and we are called to provide for them.  I ask you to give generously today and stand with Epworth as they work to break the cycle. 

Video/Story Introduction (optional, video/stories available at www.epworthchildrenshome.org or by calling Sherri Mims at 803-256-7394)

Epworth Children’s Home is a vital part of the ministry of this church and of the United Methodist Church in South Carolina.  For most of us, we have never heard the actual voices of children who have suffered abuse and neglect.  This morning we have the opportunity to hear the voice and see the smile of ________________, a neglected child who with the help of Epworth, has a transformed life and future.  Let us take three minutes to listen to a moving story.
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