The
Record
News from Epworth Children’s Home

to the judge, and I got a new last name
“ Weandwenta mommy
that I get to live with forever!”
– Genesis Jenkins.

When Betsy Jenkins became a single foster mom at
age 27, after completing two degrees in social work,
she never imagined that just a few years later she
would be finalizing the adoption of two little boys,
and that “Team Jenkins” would be a party of three.

In the midst of the three of them learning to be
family, tragedy struck. Micah got incredibly sick
and was admitted to the hospital. Ms. Jenkins didn’t
leave his side as he fought for his life, and it was in
those darkest moments that she realized what a
Continued on page 7
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For Ms. Jenkins, foster care has always been a
passion. She became a licensed foster parent for a
handful of reasons: she had the space, she had room
in her heart, and she wanted to be a safe space in
the storm for children. Ms. Jenkins has always been
passionate about reunification and taken every step
in her foster care journey to love and support birth
families to the best of her ability.

When she got the call for 17-month-old Genesis, she
was hesitant. Toddlers weren’t her forte and Genesis
was so small that the staff that called thought he
was much younger originally. However, Ms. Jenkins
said yes anyway and quickly adapted to having this
little one in her home. While adjusting to life with
a toddler, Ms. Jenkins received a call that Genesis’s
little brother was ready to be discharged from the
NICU and they wanted to place little Micah in her
home with his big brother. In less than 24 hours, she
was picking him up from the hospital and bringing
him home.

Annual Report Edition

Betsy and the Boys
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A Thank You to our
Neighborhood
Spring 2022

A Message from Beth Williams
President

I

grew up watching Mister Roger’s Neighborhood and can still sing the opening song “Won’t you be my
neighbor?” I loved the characters, the puppets, and the stories they wove together to teach us important
lessons on life. Mr. Rogers gave us many great quotes, and this one speaks to me about what we do here at
Epworth: “Knowing that we can be loved exactly as we are gives us all the best opportunity for growing into
the healthiest of people.”
Epworth is a place that teaches hurting children, youth and families that they are loved exactly for who they
are. We all have hurts and need to have hope restored by people who love us. Over the past few years at
Epworth, I have seen staff, foster parents and our neighbors demonstrate this truth over and over again.
This year, we have been blessed to see many churches partner with us to support foster families in their
work. They are being the church for their neighbors in beautiful ways. Smyrna United Methodist Church is
a smaller congregation in the Charleston district with many “seasoned citizens.” They asked if there was a
way they could support a foster family in the neighborhood where most of their members live. As it turns
out, we were able to connect them with one of our foster families that has a particularly challenging situation.
The church is providing clothing, home equipment (like car seats), and checking in with the family to see
what they might need from week to week. Babysitting? Meals? Prayers? Just as a neighbor would help a
neighbor with day-to-day challenges, the church is checking on their neighbor and offering kindness and
friendship. Smyrna UMC is one example among many, many churches striving to be good neighbors to the
foster families in their communities and making a real difference in the lives of children by reducing the dayto-day stress and struggles that families face.
As you view the annual report that follows, I want to note a few key moments during 2021. We had many
blessings last year, and with the blessings came a few disappointments. I hope you will enjoy reading our
annual report and see the great things that are happening at Epworth.
•

Epworth celebrated the completion of 125 years of service fulfilling our mission as a place that exists to
serve children, youth, and families through caring, safe, communities, where hurts are healed; hope is
nurtured; and faith in God, self and others is developed.

•

The “Every Child is a Miracle” campaign closed at the end of 2021. It is exciting to share that the campaign
ended at just over $8,000,000. These funds will be used to continue transforming lives for God’s most
vulnerable children and families.

•

We served over 1,000 children and families during 2021. Several programs, including foster care, early
intervention, counseling services, independent living, and the HOMEBUILDERS® program set new
records for the number of children and families served during a twelve-month period.

•

Epworth continued the expansion of the Institute for Child and Family Wellbeing and opened new foster
care hubs in the Rock Hill and Pee Dee areas. Our United Methodist partners created more office space
in multiple churches around the state for staff to work.
Continued on page 11
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2021 Revenue Sources
Total Revenue $10,708,596
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Circle of Parents®

The Center for Independent Living

Circle of Parents® is a peer-led parenting support group
for parents and caregivers. It provides a safe place
where anyone in a parenting role can openly discuss
the successes and challenges of raising children and find
ongoing support.

The Center for Independent Living served a record high
number of clients in residence in 2021. All clients were
either employed or in educational programs, or both at
the same time. Admissions continued without pause
during the ongoing pandemic. Many clients earned
college credits and vocational training certifications.

•

Ongoing from previous year: 4

•

New Groups established 2021: 1

•

Current number of Circles: 4

•

Total parents/guardians touched this year: 30

Clients participated in additional life skills training
including drivers’ education and financial literacy.
•

Clients Served: 25 Non-duplicated

•

Ages Served: 18-24

Family Care Center

Residential Services

The Family Care Center serves mothers with substance
use disorders and their children. The families live
together for six months in a cottage on Epworth’s
campus and receive treatment as a family unit.

The Epworth Children’s Home residential care program
serves children from South Carolina. Children come
to Epworth after experiencing significant trauma like
grief, loss, neglect and/or abuse and live with us on our
campus in cottages with caring staff.

•

Clients served: 20

•

9 Moms

•

ӹ

Age 18-24: 20%

ӹ

Age 25-64: 25%

•

11 Children
ӹ

Age 0-5: 45%

ӹ

Age 6-9: 10%

The Family Care Center had 4 successful discharges,
with families being reunified upon discharge.

•

Non-Duplicated Clients Served: 134 Nonduplicated
ӹ

Age 0-9: 9%

ӹ

Age 10-12: 10%

ӹ

Age 13-17: 70%

ӹ

Age 18-24: 10%

59% of residents discharged from residential care
were reunified with family or placed with a family
member.

HOMEBUILDERS ®
HOMEBUILDERS® provides intensive, in-home crisis intervention, counseling, and life-skills education for families
who have children at imminent risk of placement in state-funded care. It is the oldest and best-documented Intensive
Family Preservation Services (IFPS) program in the United States. The goal is to prevent the unnecessary out-ofhome placement of children through intensive, on-site intervention, and to teach families new problem-solving skills
to prevent future crises.
Columbia (Midlands) (Served
families beginning May 2021)

Greenville (Upstate) (Served
families beginning June 2021)

Charleston (Lowcountry) Served
families beginning August 2021

•

15 families served

ӹ

13 families served

ӹ

8 families served

•

Top three referring counties:
Richland, Lexington, and
Newberry.

ӹ

Top three referring counties:
Greenville, Pickens, and
Spartanburg counties.

ӹ

Top three referring counties:
Charleston, Berkeley, and
Orangeburg.
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Early Intervention Center

Center for Counseling

The Early Intervention Center serves children with
developmental delays and disabilities through the
Home-Based Program as well as the on-campus
Preschool Program. In the Home-Based Program, an
Early Intervention Specialist visits the child and family
in their natural environment to provide personalized
services. In the Preschool Program, young children
across a spectrum of needs learn new skills in a
developmentally appropriate manner.

The Epworth Center for Counseling is an outpatient
counseling center for children, teens, and adults. The
licensed and trained therapists specialize in treating
a variety of mental, behavioral, and substance use
concerns.
• Clients Served: 322 Non-duplicated (a 48.75%
increase from 2020)
• Demographics:
ӹ Age 0-12: 37.52%
ӹ Age 13-17: 31.9%
ӹ Age 18-24: 10.55%
ӹ Age 25-65+: 20.18%

•
•
•

Preschool: 22 Non-duplicated
Home-Based: 108 Non-duplicated
Total contributions: $6,787

Foster Care
Epworth licenses individuals and married couples across the state of South Carolina for both Family Foster Care and
Therapeutic Foster Care. Foster families benefit from proven, research-based training and around-the-clock support
from Epworth Foster Care staff members. The children who reside with private foster families can also benefit from
participating in the many additional resources that Epworth offers to families across its array of programs.
Total Clients Served: 225 • Total Licensed Families: 150
Upstate
• Licensed Families: 25
• Clients Served: 46
ӹ Age 0-5: 41%
ӹ Age 6-12: 28%
ӹ Age 13-24: 31%

Midlands – Rock Hill (Opened in 2021)
• Licensed Families: 9
• Clients Served: 14
ӹ Age 0-5: 64%
ӹ Age 6-12: 29%
ӹ Age 13-24: 7%

Midlands – Columbia
• Licensed Families: 80
• Clients Served: 106
ӹ Age 0-5: 51%
ӹ Age 6-12: 34%
ӹ Age 13-24: 15%

Pee Dee (Opened in 2021)
• Licensed Families: 3
• Clients Served: 1
ӹ Age 0-5: 0%
ӹ Age 6-12: 100%
ӹ Age 13-24: 0%

A

Lowcountry
• Licensed Families: 33
• Clients Served: 58
ӹ Age 0-5: 50%
ӹ Age 6-12: 35%
ӹ Age 13-24: 15%

Laurie Brandes – Thank You

Special Thank You to Laurie Brandes

In February, we celebrated Laurie Brandes, Director of Independent Living, as she moves forward
to her next steps. Laurie served at Epworth for 31 years, shepherding the adults in Higher Education
and Independent Living. We are so thankful for her selflessness, courage, grit, and grace for the
past 31 years. Laurie has served Epworth well and walked alongside hundreds of young adults over
the years though priceless experiences, like seeing the beach for the first time or celebrating their
college graduation. She is loved and cherished by many as family.
We will certainly miss Laurie at Epworth but we are so excited to see all that is to come. Thank you,
Laurie Brandes!
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Epworth Academic Points of Interest
2020-2021
•

During the 2020-2021 school year, 92% of residents tested below grade level in reading on initial
assessment testing.

•

By the end of the 2020-2021 school year, 66% of those residents had shown improvement in their
reading scores on follow-up assessment testing. 8% of those residents improved their scores by more
than a grade level.

•

During the 2020-2021 school year, 78% of residents tested below grade level in math on initial
assessment testing.

•

By the end of the 2020-2021 school year, 59% of those residents had shown improvement in the math
scores on follow-up assessment testing. 27% of those residents improved their scores by more than a
grade level.

•

During the 2020-2021 school year, 80 tutoring sessions were offered with an attendance rate of 65%.
(Note: This number is significantly lower this year due to tutors being used to facilitate virtual school
for the first 8 months of school due to COVID-19. Tutoring did not begin until February.)

•

During the 2020-2021 school year, the tutoring center provided 10 tutors and a Career Counselor
who served 105 residents.

•

During the 2020-2021 school year, 75% of residents maintained an overall “C” average or higher.

•

During the 2020-2021 school year, 96% of residents had 2 or fewer behavioral referrals during a
quarter. (Data based on 1 semester only due to schools being virtual for 1st semester)

•

100% of seniors graduated or earned their graduation equivalency diploma (GED) at the end of the
2020-2021 school year. This is the 9th consecutive year with 100% graduation rate.

Note: Data for Assessment testing is based on residents who are at Epworth at least 90 days. We served
a total of 105 residents in the tutoring program last year but only 38 residents are included in the
assessment data.

Cover Story Continued
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village of people she had around her. Friends and family surrounded them in love,
care, and met their practical needs each day without thinking twice. Slowly but surely,
Micah got better, and the three of them left the hospital with an unbreakable bond.
As the case progressed, it became clear that reunification was not a possibility and the
boys’ parental rights were eventually terminated. The case moved toward adoption
and Ms. Jenkins realized that these boys would be a part of her family forever. On
adoption day they celebrated big, with Team Jenkins t-shirts, balloons, and signs. Yet
in the midst of the celebration, they also held in their hearts a mourning for the boys’
family of origin. It is not lost on Ms. Jenkins that the gain of her two sons in her home
meant the loss of them in someone else’s. Though the boys are young they will always
know about “first mom” and “first family”. Each year they celebrate family day, the day
that the boys came to live with their new mom and they remember and are reminded
of their first family. They read books about foster care and adoption and honor who
they are and the family they came from.
Today, the boys are thriving. Genesis is fun and sassy and loves all things Disney. He
went from being a little one who couldn’t walk to constantly being reminded that
kangaroo feet are for outside, since he loves to hop everywhere he goes. He is smart
and thriving in school, making Ms. Jenkins proud every day. Sweet Micah went from
being a 2-pound preemie to a thriving, wild, 24-pound toddler. He is fearless, loving, and always willing to
dance to "Baby Shark." They are loving life as a family of three and looking forward to the many years of
memories to come.
For Ms. Jenkins, this adoption reminds her daily how lucky she is to have the boys, and how life works out in
the wildest ways. She reminds us all that there is never a perfect time to say yes to something new and scary,
that having a village of people to support you can make all the difference, and that the best life is often one you
could have never imagined.
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Highest Per Member Giving by District
(599 or Less Members)

$10,000+ Congregational Supporters
Church

City

Total Amt

Mt Horeb UMC

Lexington

$72,555.00

Chapin UMC

Chapin

$40,518.00

Trenholm Road UMC

Columbia

$37,338.66

Shandon UMC

Columbia

$37,086.71

Buncombe Street UMC

Greenville

Shiloh UMC

District

Church Name

Total
Annual
Giving

Members $/Member

Ebenezer UMC

$5,908.50

22

$268.57

Toxaway UMC

$1,040.00

25

$41.60

$36,246.53

Dickson Memorial
UMC

$4,915.00

132

$37.23

Chesterfield

$34,440.00

Edisto Island UMC

$13,010.00

78

$166.79

Union UMC

Irmo

$34,130.85

Union UMC

Cope

$32,860.00

St Johns UMC

Aiken

$27,991.53

Zion UMC

Beulah UMC

Gaston

$25,620.00

Rehoboth UMC

Belin Memorial UMC

Murrells Inlet

$26,452.00

Andrews Chapel UMC

St Andrew by the Sea UMC

Hilton Head Island

$25,290.00

Bethany UMC

Summerville

$22,817.14

St Johns UMC

Anderson

$22,273.16

Grace UMC

North Augusta

$22,161.00

Macedonia UMC

Mullins

$21,670.00

Aldersgate UMC

Greenville

$21,245.00

Gramling UMC

Gramling

$18,451.27

Trinity UMC

West Columbia

$17,025.00

First UMC

Myrtle Beach

$16,635.00

Trinity UMC

Spartanburg

$16,550.00

Sharon UMC

Greer

$16,480.44

Carteret Street UMC

Beaufort

$16,184.75

Reidville Road UMC

Moore

$15,692.00

Advent UMC

Simpsonville

$15,426.00

First UMC

Isle of Palms

$15,376.38

St Johns UMC

Rock Hill

$14,576.00

Edisto Island UMC

Edisto Island

$13,010.00

Cannons Camp Ground UMC

Spartanburg

$12,622.10

Clemson UMC

Clemson

$11,844.74

Mt Hebron UMC

West Columbia

$11,411.00

St Luke UMC

Hartsville

$10,904.00

First UMC

Marion

$10,678.00

Hibben UMC

Mount Pleasant

$10,575.52

Washington Street UMC

Columbia

$10,205.00

St Johns UMC

Lugoff

$10,788.00

Mt Hebron UMC

West Columbia

$10,779.96

First UMC

Marion

$10,684.93

Edisto Island UMC

Edisto Island

$10,200.33

Anderson

Charleston

Wrens Chapel UMC
Folly Beach UMC
Trinity UMC

Columbia

Florence

Greenville

Greenwood

Orangeburg

Rock Hill

Spartanburg

Walterboro

$56.80
$33.34

$17,025.00

223

$76.35

$1,090.00

27

$40.37

$5,813.00

155

$37.50

$4,070.00

23

$176.96

$2,370.00

27

$87.78

Bethlehem UMC

$6,002.00

100

$60.02

Oak Hill UMC

$1,885.00

28

$67.32

Trinity UMC

$1,500.00

23

$65.22

Shiloh UMC

$3,000.00

48

$62.50

Spann UMC

$1,805.00

18

$100.28

Trenton UMC

$5,388.00

60

$89.80

$595.00

7

$85.00

Shiloh UMC

Marion

15
163

Elim UMC

Lebanon UMC
Hartsville

$852.00
$5,435.00

$34,440.00

237

$145.32

Jefferson UMC

$1,670.00

51

$32.75

Bethlehem UMC

$4,078.00

150

$27.19

Poplar UMC

$5,250.00

41

$128.05

Boykin UMC

$5,123.00

41

$124.95

Bethel UMC

$2,970.00

25

$118.80

Union UMC

$32,860.00

55

$597.45

Shady Grove UMC

$6,957.00

56

$124.23

East Bethel UMC

$1,850.00

17

$108.82

St Paul UMC

$9,075.00

211

$43.01

Bethel UMC

$4,508.12

111

$40.61

Aldersgate UMC

$6,058.67

168

$36.06

Gramling UMC

$18,451.27

262

$70.42

$1,625.00

26

$62.50

Roebuck UMC

$4,127.00

79

$52.24

Mt Tabor UMC

$4,125.00

27

$152.78

Green Pond UMC

$7,400.00

50

$148.00

Trinity UMC

$8,025.00

111

$72.30

White Stone UMC

Congregational totals include gifts from the congregation,
special offerings and individual congregation members.
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Highest Per Member Giving by District
(600 or Higher Members)
Charge

Anderson

Charleston

Total
Annual
Giving

Church Name

Florence
Greenville

Greenwood

Hartsville

$22,273.16

1361

$16.37

Clemson UMC

$11,844.74

1042

$11.37

Trinity UMC

$5,720.67

745

$7.68

Bethany UMC

$22,817.14

3512

$6.50

$7,094.94

1224

$5.80

John Wesley UMC

Spartanburg

St Johns UMC

$22,273.16

Clemson UMC

$11,844.74

Ebenezer UMC

$5,908.50

Bethany UMC

$22,817.14

First UMC

$15,376.38

Edisto Island UMC

$13,010.00

Mt Horeb UMC

$72,555.00

Chapin UMC

$40,518.00

749

$3.29

1677

$22.27

Union UMC

$34,130.85

1872

$18.23

Chapin UMC

$40,518.00

2496

$16.23

Central UMC

$7,715.00

1918

$4.02

Trenholm Road UMC

$37,338.66

Aldersgate UMC

$21,245.00

1295

$16.41

Highland Park UMC

$9,704.13

Buncombe Street UMC

$36,246.53

2457

$14.75

Advent UMC

$15,426.00

2368

$6.51

Manning UMC

$8,160.00

Grace UMC

$22,161.00

1738

$12.75

Central UMC

$7,715.00

Central UMC

$6,500.00

610

$10.66

Main Street UMC

$8,593.99

915

$9.39

St Johns UMC

$9,100.00

619

$14.70

St Luke UMC

$10,904.00

1127

$9.68

$8,245.00

952

$8.66

$16,635.00

1185

$14.04

Trinity UMC

$9,240.00

706

$13.09

First UMC

$9,991.00

793

$12.60

$27,991.53

2129

$13.15

$7,195.00

725

$9.92

$14,576.00

2077

St Johns UMC
St Johns UMC

Columbia

Florence

Greenville

Greenwood

Sharon UMC

$16,480.44

Grace UMC

$22,161.00

Main Street UMC

$8,593.99

Wightman UMC

$8,202.35

$7.02

St Johns UMC

$9,100.00

Belin Memorial UMC

$26,452.00

Macedonia UMC

$21,670.00

First UMC

$16,635.00

Union UMC

$32,860.00

St Johns UMC

$27,991.53

Beulah UMC

$25,620.00

St Johns UMC

$14,576.00

St Paul UMC

$9,075.00
$7,195.00

902

$4.31

1247

$5.43

Lyman UMC

$2,950.00

712

$4.14

$25,290.00

619

$40.86

Bluffton UMC

$4,338.00

682

$6.36

St George UMC

$1,650.00

654

$2.52

Hartsville

Marion

Orangeburg

Number of Churches by District that Gave $0
Total

$21,245.00

$10,904.00

$6,774.00

District

Aldersgate UMC

St Luke UMC

$3,885.00

Total

$36,246.53

$34,440.00

Bethel UMC

District

Buncombe Street UMC

Shiloh UMC

Woodland UMC

St Andrew by the Sea UMC
Walterboro

Charleston

Total

$2,465.00

Pleasant Hill UMC
Rock Hill

Anderson

Church Name

$37,338.66

First UMC

Orangeburg

District

Trenholm Road UMC

Lyttleton Street UMC
Marion

Members $/Member

St Johns UMC

Bethel UMC
Columbia

Highest Congregation Giving by Total Dollars
by District

Rock Hill

Anderson

24 Hartsville

41

Charleston

26 Marion

29

Pleasant Hill UMC

18

Gramling UMC

$18,451.27

Trinity UMC

$16,550.00

Reidville Road UMC

$15,692.00

St Andrew by the Sea UMC

$25,290.00

Carteret Street UMC

$16,184.75

Church of the Palms UMC

$8,443.00

Columbia

5 Orangeburg

Florence

35 Rock Hill

Greenville

17 Spartanburg

9

Greenwood

15 Walterboro

35

Total

19

Spartanburg

273
Walterboro

Membership numbers are based on church reports from 2020.
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2021 Individual and
Business Partners
$10,000 or more for Annual Operational Support

Anonymous
Bonner Family Private Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Britt
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Brittain
Building Systems Solutions
Mr. W. T. Cassels Jr.
CG Fuller Foundation
Central Carolina Community Foundation
Mr. Floyd S. Douglass Jr.
Mr. Robert B . Dunlap
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Edmonds
Epworth Alumni Association
The Essential Face
Mr. and Mrs. Marion Gramling Jr.
JWF Company
Mr. Bates Kennedy
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Linder Sr.

Mr. Lawrence S. Lumpkin
William D. Laurie Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff McCall
Mr. and Mrs. David McPherson
Mr. and Mrs. John Pate
Dr. and Mrs. John Schaberg
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Shanklin
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Shellnutt
Dorothy D Smith Charitable Foundation
South Carolina Christian Foundation
South Carolina United Methodist Foundation
Ms. L. Kaye Vallentine
JC Wilkie Construction Company
Rev. and Mrs. David Williamson
Ms. Elsie R Wright
The Wolfe Family Foundation
Gifts to the Every Child Is a Miracle Financial Campaign are
not reflected in these totals.

May 8, 2022

Epworth’s Annual
Mother’s Day Offering
2900 Millwood Ave. Columbia, SC 29205 | (803) 256-7394 | Give online @ epworthchildrenshome.org

President's Message Continued

•

Epworth established prevention programs across the
state of South Carolina.

The major challenges last year were:
•

The traditional residential population continued to
see a decline as a result of the federal lawsuit that was
filed against the state of South Carolina. The settlement
requires that 86% of children and youth be placed in
home-like settings and not group homes. In addition to
serving fewer young people, the average length of stay
has shortened dramatically over the past year. Youth are
transitioning in and out of our home more rapidly than
in years past. Although staff are always making impacts
into the lives of the young people placed with us, shorter
times in residence make it more difficult having the
deeper connections to the youth.

•

The pandemic continued to make it difficult to fellowship
together and enjoy our volunteers and church partners
on this campus. We were able to celebrate a few group
activities during the fall, but it was short lived as the
pandemic surged again. The pandemic has affected
our youth educationally, socially and in their overall
wellbeing. This issue is not specific to Epworth, but we
have felt the effects of it here.

Although 2021 was a year of ups and downs with the
pandemic and the challenges it brought, we are thankful
for our neighbors and community. Thank you for helping
us demonstrate love for children and families exactly how
they are so “they may grow into the healthiest of people.”

Transforming lives!
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The mission of Epworth Children’s Home is to serve children, youth and families through caring, safe
Christian communities, where hurts are healed; hope is nurtured; and faith in God, self and others is developed.

A thoughtful way to honor or remember a friend or loved one is with a gift to Epworth. The honoree or designee will receive
a card notifying him or her of your very kind gift. The form below is made available for your use.
My gift is in  Honor or  Memory of:

Please notify:

(Check one. Please print clearly the way you wish all names to be listed.)

(Addresses required for acknowledgements.)

Name

Name

By

Address

City, State, Zip
Please include this from when sending in your donation. Donations may be mailed to
PO Box 50466, Columbia SC 29250. Thank you!
Follow us on Social Media
Epworth Children’s Home
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