


Standing in the Gap

Ava* has always been tall for her age, and she
loves wearing her hair in a ponytail. She is sweet,
playful, and naturally intelligent, but when she first
came to live at Epworth as a fifth grader, she
lagged far behind her peers in school. She was
placed at Epworth after being removed from her
home due to physical neglect.

Ava’s Epworth team, comprised of tutors, a mental
health counselor, house parents, and a faith for-
mation leader, first took the time to get to know
her. It became clear to them that Ava needed and
craved adult attention and encouragement. Her
home had lacked consistent structure and predicta-
bility, and she had never felt that anyone took in-
terest in her schoolwork.

Epworth professionals know that they cannot fill
the emotional ache left in a child by a parent’s ab-
sence, but they can make sure that the child re-
ceives all the other important things she or he
needs to thrive. These needs go well beyond hous-
ing and food. Working together, Ava’s team came
up with an individualized plan to help her catch up
and reach her potential in school and gain confi-
dence in her ability to succeed. They helped her
build a foundation of trust — in them, in God, and
in herself. Over time, Ava’s grades improved so
dramatically, she began making the Honor Roll.
Her personality blossomed, and she began making

friends on campus and at school.

The staff felt deep joy and satisfaction at Ava’s
turnaround. Unfortunately, when she left the Ep-
worth residential program about a year later and
had to transfer to a new school, Ava’s academic
progress stalled. When she returned to Epworth
eight months later, her Epworth team saw that her
grades had dropped and a few new behavioral
issues had arisen. So the team doubled down on
the plan that had been so effective for Ava before
— anchoring her day to day life with structure,
positive activities, encouragement, and sincere
interest in the efforts she was making in school.

Now in the eighth grade, Ava is back on the Hon-
or Roll and truly flourishing. She has abandoned
negative behaviors and is a delight to everyone
who comes in contact with her. Ava clearly un-
derstands now how positive choices and behav-
iors can help her reach her goals.

You, too, are part of the Epworth team that stands
in the gap to care and provide for children when
their parents cannot do it. Please make a generous
gift today to Epworth’s Mother’s Day offering
knowing you are transforming the futures of pre-
cious children like Ava.

*Children’s names and photos changed for confidentiality.

Did you know?
151

Number of children who lived at
Epworth last year, each one from our
own communities in SC.

313

Number of children served through
Epworth'’s Foster Care Program

100%

Of your Mother’s Day Offering
provides comprehensive care for the
children at Epworth. Epworth is not
an apportioned item in the Annual
Conference budget. Mother's Day

is your opportunity to support
Epworth’s ministry.
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