e § 7 ou’re the best mommy I could ever ask for.”

When 12-year-old Kylie first spoke those words
to Epworth foster mom Jennifer Rule months ago,
Jennifer nearly cried. It was, she said, a ‘melt’ moment.

“A melt moment is when we know we're getting to
them and they are getting to us,” Jennifer said.

Along with her younger brothers Connor, 9, and Jack,
6, Kylie has come a long way in the year-and-a-half
since the three siblings were placed with Jennifer and
her husband, Matt.

Kylie, especially, arrived laden with deep insecurities
that could have led her to make self-destructive
choices in a few short years.

“She believed false things - that no one loved her or
would want her,” Jennifer said. “This made her very
afraid to tell us what she really thought about things

because she was so anxious and worried about how
we would react. We've been able to help her work on
that so she is less afraid to speak truthfully to us, and
we've helped her build up her sense of self value. 'm
so glad she came to live with us when she did. I'm
afraid that as a teenager, she might have been looking
for anything that seemed to provide an ounce of
security and affection, even if it was completely fake.”

Before the three siblings moved in with them,
Jenn and Matt had already fostered 12 other South
Carolina children, some for a few days, others for
more than a year.

The couple, both in their early 40s, live in a rural
Pee Dee town in a home that sits along a dirt road.
Jennifer’s mom and stepdad live there too, along with
an affectionate and playful Chihuahua-Pomeranian

mix named Daisy. An uncle lives in waving distance.
Continues on page 11
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Spring 2024
A Message from Beth Williams
President and CEO

t’s that time of year again when I have the wonderful opportunity to thank you immensely for helping

Epworth to achieve the successes we have had over the past year. We have had an exciting 12 months,
and the number of children and families who Epworth serves is greater than at any other point in the
128 years of our history. Our programs and services are growing and expanding as we continue to serve
children and families on our two Columbia campuses, as well as in our regional outposts all over the state.
Your support, interest, and enthusiasm have helped to make Epworth’s successes possible.

As I write this letter to you for the annual report edition of The Record, we are not only seeing the new
programs we have developed thriving, but we are also proud of the continuum of care that Epworth is able
to provide when so many of our programs connect and complement one another, bringing comprehensive
services to our state’s most vulnerable children and families.

As you know, several years ago Epworth created the Institute for Child and Family Wellbeing which
encompasses Epworth’s current and expanding array of services and educational initiatives for children
and families. Some of the major components include:

 afoster family identification and recruitment center;

« an early childhood education center that helps prepare children who need assistance to be ready to
enter kindergarten and elementary school;

« acounseling center for both children and their families;

o a kinship program to help grandparents and other extended family members who are caring for
children within their families;

o Circle of Parents® self-help groups for caregivers;

« arecognized independent living center for older youth who need specific guidance and support as they
learn life skills, job skills, or continue their educations to prepare them for responsible adulthood;

« afamily care center where mothers with addictions learn parenting skills and parental responsibility
as they live on our campus with their children;

« and several other academic and focused programs that address the educational and social needs of the
children who call Epworth their home.

This year, two of these programs received a special focus. Epworth received two large grants from the
South Carolina Department of Social Services to develop and expand its kinship care programs in both
the Midlands and in the Pee Dee areas of our state. When parents can’t meet a child’s basic needs or when
a child is removed from the home due to abuse or neglect, relatives often must step in to care for the child.
This is kinship care, and it can be temporary or permanent.

With the grant funding from the Department of Social Services, Epworth will train and support these
grandparents, aunts and uncles, and other family members who assume responsibility for children in their
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families when the parents are no longer able to care for their own children. This support will augment the
work that Epworth is already doing to help and support kinship caregivers and will greatly allow for the
expansion of the number of kinship families Epworth serves. In fact, using estimates from the Department
of Social Services, Epworth expects to serve more than 600 kinship families in the next calendar year.

These services include kinship family members” access to Epworth’s Center for Counseling where family
members and the children they are caring for can receive various types of psychotherapy. Often children
in kinship families use the services of Epworth’s Early Intervention Center, where preschool age children
with developmental issues are provided with academic programs and services so that they can enter
kindergarten and elementary school at grade level competency.

Another integral way in which Epworth provides services to kinship families is through the unique
partnership that Epworth enjoys with United Methodist Churches across South Carolina. Some of you
may be members of churches that have directly supported kin caregivers in your communities by helping
families with meals, providing transportation to doctor’s appointments and meetings, and other specific
needs that arise. The churches also act as liaisons with the Epworth campus so that they can help facilitate
bringing kinship families from their communities to the Center for Counseling, the Early Education
Intervention Center, or to other services Epworth provides on its campuses. Epworth also supports these
kin caregivers by providing tangible assistance with supplies and equipment that the families need as they
assume responsibility for a child in their family.

We are excited about the opportunity to work with more kinship families this year and to provide them
with resources they need to succeed in providing safe, secure, and happy homes for the children in their
care, and we continue to appreciate the help you, members of United Methodist Churches around South
Carolina, provide to kinship caregivers in your communities.

We also are looking forward to the continuing expansion of services in the Epworth Early Intervention
Center where preschool age children with developmental issues are provided with the academic resources
they need to enter kindergarten and elementary school at grade level competency. We will have two Early
Interventionists whose offices will be located in Ashland United Methodist Church. These staff members
will primarily serve Lexington County.

I would like to share with you the story of a mother whose child was in the Early Intervention Center. Her
three-year-old little boy, “Joe”, began attending our preschool program. Joe’s mother is a nurse and is the
main supporter of her family. Joe is autistic and requires multiple therapies.

The Center has very low tuition rates and accepts the ABC Voucher, as well. The ABC Voucher is a great
resource but does not pay tuition fully. Joe’s mother applied for the ABC Voucher and was denied because
her salary as a nurse was too high for public assistance. The mother has insurance; however, she must
pay a large portion of Joe’s medical expenses out of pocket. She found herself having to pick and choose
between preschool and Joe’s many therapies. Luckily, we have a benefactor who donates a two-day-a-week
scholarship each year. Joe was able to receive this scholarship. And while the scholarship helped Joe, we
have other children whose parents are having to make the same hard decisions to care for their children.
To address this issue, Epworth donates two scholarships a year.

Over the coming months, Epworth will augment its many programs and services, expanding them to
include more children and families across our state. To this end, Epworth’s mission statement reads:
“The mission of Epworth Children’s Home is to serve children, youth and families through caring, safe,
Christian communities, where hurts are healed, hope is nurtured, and faith in God, self, and others is
developed.” As we endeavor to make this mission statement a reality every day, we are grateful for all
of you who appreciate Epworth’s work and support us with your prayers, your volunteer work, and your
contributions. Ilook forward to another exceptional year as we continue 2024 and move into 2025.
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Circle of Parents®

Circle of Parents® is a peer-led parenting support group
for parents and caregivers. It provides a safe place
where anyone in a parenting role can openly discuss
the successes and challenges of raising children and

find support.
Current number of groups: 9

Total parents/guardians participating this year: 62
Total number of children: 42

The Center for Independent Living
and Transitional Independent
Living Program

Epworth’s Center for Independent Living serves clients
ages 18-23 who are either employed or enrolled in
educational programs, or both. Some previously spent
time in foster care. Epworth’s similar Transitional
Independent Living Program serves clients ages 18-24
who were involved in the juvenile justice system. Many
clients in these innovative Epworth residential programs
earn college credits and vocational training certifications
while saving money and receiving important life skills
training in areas including drivers’ education, personal
financial literacy, cooking and self-care.

Total Clients Served: 22

Family Care Center

The Family Care Center serves mothers with substance
use disorders and their children. The families live
together in a cottage on Epworth’s campus and receive
treatment as a family unit.

Total Clients Served: 28

Residential Services

Epworth Children’s Home residential care program
serves children from throughout South Carolina.
Children come to Epworth after experiencing significant
trauma like grief, loss, neglect and/or abuse and live with
us on our campus in cottages with caring staff. While
living on our campus, they receive counseling, academic
tutoring, recreational opportunities, and more.

Total Clients Served: 101

HOMEBUILDERS °

HOMEBUILDERS® provides intensive, in-home crisis
intervention, counseling, and life-skills education
for families who have children at imminent risk of
placement in state-funded care. It is the oldest and
best-documented  Intensive  Family  Preservation
Services (IFPS) program in the United States. The goal
is to prevent the unnecessary out-of-home placement
of children through intensive, on-site intervention, and
to teach families new problem-solving skills to prevent
future crises.

Total Clients Served: 112

Foster Care

Epworth licenses individuals and married couples across
the state of South Carolina for both Family Foster Care
and Therapeutic Foster Care. Foster families benefit from
proven, research-based training and around-the-clock
support from Epworth Foster Care staff members. The
children who reside with private foster families can also
benefit from the many additional services and resources
that Epworth offers to families across its array of programs.

Total Clients Served: 302
Total Licensed Families to Date: 294
Total Respite Clients: 72
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Early Intervention Center

The Early Intervention Center serves children with
developmental delays and disabilities through the
Home-Based Program as well as the on-campus
Preschool Program.

Total Clients Attending the Preschool: 23

Total Clients Enrolled in the Home-Based
Program: 115

Center for Counseling

The Epworth Center for Counseling is an outpatient
counseling center for children, teens, and adults. The
licensed and trained therapists specialize in treating
a variety of mental, behavioral, and substance use
concerns. Epworth’s counseling centers are located in
the Midlands and the Upstate regions of South Carolina.

Total Clients Served: 417

Intensive In-Home Services

Epworth’s Intensive In-Home Services (IIHS) is a four-
to-six-month program that provides an array of services
and support to families who are involved with the S.C.
Department of Social Services. IIHS works with families
to increase effective parenting, communication and
coping skills through in-home counseling and additional
behavioral services.

Total Clients Served: 47

Volunteers in 2023

Total Number of Volunteers: 1,291
Total Number of Volunteer Hours Served: 4,111
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$10,000+ Congregational Supporters

Highest Per Member Giving by District

(599 or Less Members)
Church City Total Amt
- Total
Mt Horeb Church Lexington $68,405.00 District Church Name Annual | Members | $/Member
Buncombe Street Methodist Church | Greenville $55,693.20 Giving
St Johns UMC 18,330.00 582 31.49
Shandon UMC Columbia $54,124.01 Johns $ §
Anderson Dickson Memorial UMC | $10,360.00 135 $76.74
Belin Memorial UMC Murrells Inlet $48,437.00 Grace UMC $8.391.00 =83 $14.39
Union UMC Cope $33,775.00 Charleston | First UMC $15,250.00 584 $26.11
Trenholm Road UMC Columbia $33,282.74 Edisto Island UMC $12,990.00 81 $160.37
Bethany UMC Summerville $32,948.59 Cayce UMC $9,395.00 440 $21.35
Columbia Grace UMC $6,653.84 240 $27.72
Grace UMC North Augusta $28,932.00
Rehoboth UMC $6,367.00 143 $44.52
Manning UMC Manning $27,835.00 Manning UMC $27,835.00 494|  $56.35
Union UMC Irmo $20,322.00 Florence Highland Park UMC $15,529.00 552 $28.13
Hibben UMC Mount Pleasant $19,879.44 El}iﬁ??hMethOdlst $7.682.00 380 $20.22
Carteret Street UMC Beaufort $19,459.00
Emma Gray UMC $10,050.00 187 $53.74
StJohns UMC Anderson $18,330.00 Greenville | Northside UMC $8,935.00 226 $39.54
St Johns UMC Aiken $17,190.00 Disciples UMC $2,894.35 261 $11.09
Mt Hebron UMC West Columbia $17,175.00 Leesville UMC $8,949.00 405 $22.10
Mauldin Methodist Church | Mauldin $16,500.00 Greenwood | Nazareth UMC $7,815.00 236 $33.11
Macedonia UMC Mullins $16,275.00 St Paul UMC 37.020.00 229 $30.66
Lamar UMC $5,426.00 219 $24.78
St Andrew by the Sea UMC | Hilton Head Island | $15,828.20 .
Hartsville St Paul UMC $4,015.00 160 $25.09
Highland Park UMC Florence $15,529.00 Shiloh UMC $3,585.00 236 $15.19
First UMC Isle of Palms $15,250.00 Macedonia UMC $16,275.00 248 $65.63
St Johns UMC Rock Hill $15,205.85 Marion First UMC $10,597.00 555 $19.09
Advent UMC Simpsonville $14,708.20 Christ Church Of $6,630.10 24| $2046
Bennettsville
Edisto Island UMC Edisto Island $12,990.00 Union UMC $33,775.00 57 $592.54
Shady Grove UMC Cameron $12,896.00 Orangeburg | Shady Grove UMC $12,896.00 54 $238.81
Clemson UMC Clemson $11,689.59 Wagener UMC $8,264.55 91 $90.82
Surfside UMC Surfside Beach $11,680.00 St Paul UMC $11,590.00 207 $55.99
Rock Hill Cornerstone UMC $10,480.00 155 $67.61
St Paul UMC Clover $11,590.00
Trinity UMC $5,055.25 280 $18.05
First UMC Myrtle Beach $11,453.00 Gramling UMC $10,962.00 2609 $40.75
St Johns UMC Fort Mill $11,188.00 Spartanburg | St James UMC $8,411.35 470 $17.90
Gramling UMC Gramling $10,962.00 Unity UMC $7,095.00 42 $168.93
St Johns UMC Lugoff $10,921.00 Carteret Street UMC $19,459.00 581 $33.49
. . St Andrew by the Sea
Washington Street UMC | Columbia $10,816.00 Walterboro | UMC $15,828.20 579 $27.34
First UMC Marion $10,597.00
Cl;/lllgh of the Palms $9,486.00 314 $30.21
Cornerstone UMC Rock Hill $10,480.00 U
Dickson Memorial UMC | Townville $10,360.00
Central UMC Florence $10,350.00
Emma Gray UMC Woodruff $10,050.00 Congregationfll t?t?ls include giftsfrom the congregation, special
offerings and individual congregation members.
Harmony UMC Edgefield $10,065.24

Membership numbers are based on church reports from 2022.
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Highest Per Member Giving by District

Highest Congregational Giving By Total

(600 or Higher Members) Dollars By District
Total District Church Name
Charge Church Name Annual | Members | $/Member
Giving St ]ohns UMC
Clemson UMC $11,689.59 1036 $11.28 Anderson Clemson UMC
A Mark UM ,159. 10.
nderson St Mark UMC $9,159.00 859 $10.66 Dickson Memorial UMC
Easley First UMC $8,367.00 852 $9.82
Bethany UMC $32,948.59 3556 $9.27 Bethany UMC
Charleston | John Wesley UMC $9,809.00 1076 $9.12 Charleston Hibben UMC
Bethel UMC $6,180.00 794 $7.78 First UMC
Mt Horeb Church $68,405.00 5109 $13.39 Mt Horeb Church
Columbia Shandon UMC $54,124.01 3127 $17.31
Chapin Christian $36,530.00 2539 $14.39 Columbia Shandon UM
Community Church B ' Chapin Christian Community
Central UMC $10,350.00 1868 $5.54 Church
Florence ]
Friendship UMC $300.00 705 $0.43 Manning UMC
Buncombe Street Florence Highland Park UMC
Methodist Church $55,693.20 2479 $22.47
Greenville "0 1din Methodist Church | $16,500.00 1539 $10.72 Central UMC
Advent UMC $14,708.20 2397 $6.14 Buncombe Street Methodist Church
Grace UMC $28,932.00 1733 $16.69 Greenville Mauldin Methodist Church
Greenwood | Central UMC $6,245.00 602 $10.37
Advent UMC
St Mark UMC $5,600.00 1261 $4.44
St Johns UMC $10,921.00 613 $17.82 Grace UMC
Hartsville [ Trinity UMC $6,392.00 617 $10.36 Greenwood Leesville UMC
Lyttleton Street UMC $6,310.90 970 $6.51 Nazareth UMC
Belin Memorial UMC $48,437.00 2869 $16.88
St Johns UMC
Marion Surfside UMC $11,680.00 1077 $10.84
First UMC $11,453.00 1147 $9.99 Hartsville Trinity UMC
Orangeburg | St Johns UMC, Aiken $17,190.00 2110 $8.15 Lyttleton Street UMC
St ]Ohns UMC, ROCk Hill $15,205.85 1707 $8.91 Behn Memorial UMC
Rock Hill St Johns UMC, Fort Mill $11,188.00 969 $11.55
Marion Macedonia UMC
Woodland UMC $7,870.00 880 $8.94
Bethel UMC $6,305.00 1233 $5.11 Surfside UMC
Spartanburg -
Lyman Methodist Church $2,050.00 716 $2.86 Union UMC
Walterboro Bluffton UMC $5,159.00 699 $7.38 Orangeburg St Johns UMC
St George UMC $2,363.00 653 $3.62
Shady Grove UMC
.. St Johns UMC, Rock Hill
Number of Churches by District that Gave $0 J
k Hill Paul UM
District Total District Total Rock Hi St Paul UMC
Anderson 22 | Hartsville 38 St Johns UMC, Fort Mill
Charleston 24 | Marion 26 Gramling UMC
Columbia 11 | Orangeburg 20 Spartanburg St James UMC
Florence 37 | Rock Hill 14
Greenville 19 | Spartanburg 17 Unity UMC
Greenwood 17 | Walterboro 38 Carteret Street UMC
Total 283 Walterboro St Andrew by the Sea UMC

Church of the Palms UMC
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During the 2022-2023 school year, 88% of residents tested below grade level in reading on
initial assessment testing. By the end of the 2022-2023 school year, 77% of those residents
had shown improvement in their reading scores on follow-up assessment testing. 41% of those
residents improved their scores by more than a grade level.

o During the 2022-2023 school year, 90% of residents tested below grade level in math on initial
assessment testing. By the end of the 2022-2023 school year, 79% of those residents had shown
improvement in the math scores on follow-up assessment testing. 56% of those residents
improved their scores by more than a grade level.

o During the 2022-2023 school year, 3,984 tutoring sessions were offered.

o During the 2022-2023 school year, the tutoring center provided 5 tutors, a Career Counselor,
and an Academic and Behavioral Coach who served 103 residents.

o During the 2022-2023 school year, 81% of residents maintained an overall “C” average or higher.

o During the 2022-2023 school year, 97% of residents had 2 or fewer behavioral referrals during
a quarter.

« 100% of seniors graduated or earned their graduation equivalency diploma (GED) at the end of
the 2022-2023 school year. This is the 11th consecutive year with 100% graduation rate.
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2023 Revenue Sources
Total Revenue: $11,716,121

(Unaudited)

Other
$816,470

Endowment
$1,800,000
Grants
$1,611,240

s | MarT S;MA’)D?F-
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Contributions .
$3,499,903 gl 1\ CROFIBEH
e} of | OV

Government Reimbursements
$3,978,508

Good Hope CME in Gilbert, S.C., is a generous partner through
its organization, “Grace’s Closet.” Grace is pictured here.

2023 Total Expenditures, Excluding Depreciation
Total Expenses: $11,891,704

(Unaudited)

Fundraising
Expenditures
$562 444

Administrative
Expenditures
$1,614,333

Program Expenditures
$9,714,927

Picture here is Lucinda Daniels who
donated a car to Epworth in 2023.



£/0, 000 n More Sndi/idbnal and Buaiieaa

J. Glenn Alewine
Anonymous

Blue Cross Blue Shield
Foundation

Bonner Family Foundation
James L. Brewton

Chris and Rustin Britt
Building Systems Solutions
Andrew Buillions

Central Carolina Community
Foundation

Children’s Charities of the
Midlands

Colonial Life/UNUM
Robert B. Dunlap

Jason and Carrie Edmonds
Michael Gorrell

Marion and Cindy Gramling
Joyce Griffith

Richard C. Harrington
Elliott Hart

Mary Ann Helton

o@ow/w,

Infrastructure Consulting and
Engineering

]J.C. Wilkie Construction
Lex and Cathy Knox
Philip M. Lewis
Lexington Jeepers

Mary Elizabeth Avinger
Charitable Foundation

Jeff and Holly McCall

Gwen McElveen

David and Rebecca McPherson
The Nord Family Foundation
John and Catherine Pate

Irvin V. Plowden

Russell and Linda Powell

Rita Rao

Dan and Karen Reider

Richard D. Ryan, Charitable
Foundation of Central Carolina
Community Foundation

John and Tracy Schaberg
Dennis and Sheila Shanklin

Roy and Patricia Shealy
Charles and Kim Shellnutt
Clay and Janice Shirley
Steven Simons

Dorothy D. Smith Charitable
Foundation

South Carolina United
Methodist Foundation

Southern Charm Wreaths
L. Kaye Vallentine
Constance M. Walter

Estate Gifts

Hodges D. Brown Estate
Elinor P. Cannon Estate
Robert W. Healan Estate

JW. Hendrix Estate

Patricia K. Hussey Estate
Charlotte Pool Jackson Estate
Thomas L. Kay Estate
Linville C. Robinson Estate
Hemrick N. Salley Jr. Estate
Barbara B. Stovall Estate

Epworth’s An ual Mother s D& Offerlng
Sunday, May 12, 20
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Cover Story Continued

It was in this peaceful, family-rich setting that Kylie, Connor and Jack came to live after experiencing a home
life where complicated problems kept their parents from being able to provide the care and stability the
children needed.

Epworth’s Pee Dee Foster Care Director Shannon Coates has worked closely with the Rules since they became
licensed to foster several years ago.

“They are special people,” she said. “The Rules have never said no when we called to ask if they would take a child.
They’ve been willing to take children of any age, and because of that, have made a real impact. I've seen those three
children change so much since they’ve been with them. It is amazing what happens when children feel safe.”

Jennifer and Matt, who have adult children from prior relationships, decided to become foster parents after realizing
how acutely they missed the lively chaos, rhythm and sounds of a home filled with children and adolescents. In
researching fostering, they were especially saddened by stories of siblings being separated when taken into foster
care, so they decided that keeping sibling sets together would be part of their personal mission. They said fostering
not only fulfills their yearning for a full and joyful family life, it has also given them a powerful way to live their
Christian values.

“We are here to take care of what God loves, right?” Jennifer said. “It’s just like with our own birth families,
we’re here to come together as Christians to protect what He loves and ensure that the children He loves have the
warmth and comfort that He would want them to have.”

Shannon said that each Christmas, the Rules hang stockings for all the children they have fostered because they
see them as “part of their forever family.”

Jennifer and Matt say their success as foster parents stems from several things. Jennifer said she has found that
sincerity and genuineness are crucial to helping children overcome trauma and anxiety.

“Children can feel the love come out of you and they can also feel fear and anxiety, they can feel all of it,” she said.
“What you pour out is what they gather. You want them to know that, come what may, we are going to struggle
with this together and we will fix this together, no matter if you are here for a day or six years, we're going to work
it out. And you let them know you want them to be here.”

She also said that she has found that calming the oldest child in a sibling group helps the younger children feel safe
because the younger children look to the oldest for cues.

Epworth staft have also been crucial, Jennifer said.

“I cannot stress enough how much anytime I have a question,
Epworth staff are right there to answer it,” she said. “If I need a
resource, they will find it for me. I feel as though they are family too.”

The Rules also focus on exposing the children to new, positive
experiences. For instance, the Rules recently took Kylie, Connor and
Jack on their first real vacation — a weeklong cruise.

“The excitement and joy in their faces, they just had a blast,” Jennifer
said. “Their eyes still light up when they talk about the day they
went on the ship. It was so good, we have already booked another
one for 2026.”

The date is a long way off, but Jennifer and Matt are hopeful that the
three siblings will still be with them when the time comes. The Rules
have become deeply attached to the three children, and they were
overjoyed to learn that they had been freed for adoption. Jennifer
and Matt are praying that their petition to adopt will be approved.
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The mission of Epworth Children’s Home is to serve children, youth and families through caring, safe

Christian communities, where hurts are healed; hope is nurtured; and faith in God, self and others is developed.

A thoughtful way to honor or remember a friend or loved one is with a gift to Epworth. The honoree or designee will receive a card
notifying him or her of your very kind gift. The form below is made available for your use.

My gift is in 4 Honor or 4 Memory of: Please notify:

(Check one. Please print clearly the way you wish all names to be listed.) (Addresses required for acknowledgments.)
Name Name

By Address

City, State, Zip

Please include this form when sending in your donation. Donations may be mailed to PO
Box 50466, Columbia SC 29250. Thank you!

Follow us on Social Media

“ Epworth Children’s Home @epworthchildrenshome O @epworthch m @epworth-children's-home




